Pageant Eligibility
1.) Sweetheart Contestants must be 8 years old or younger as of January 1st, 2026.
2.) Princess Contestants must be no younger than 9 years old and no older than 13 years old on January 1st, 2026.
3.) Queen Contestants must be no younger than 14 years old and no older than 18 years old on January 1st, 2026.
4.) All NYRRA Royalty Contestants must meet both of the following requirements prior to entering the NYRRA Pageant:
a. Hold a current, active NYRRA membership (cardholder status) for the current season; and
b. Have competed in at least one (1) regular-season NYRRA-sanctioned rodeo during that same current membership season.

Contestants who do not meet both requirements are not eligible to enter the NYRRA Pageant.

General Rules
Eligibility and Application Process
1.) Each contestant may be asked to provide a copy of her birth certificate, drivers license, or immunization record to verify they meet the age requirements to compete.
2.) Contestants must have executed all consents and/or waivers of liability presented as conditions required prior to competition.
3.) No contestant may have been married, pregnant, have a child, married or pregnant during the year of her reign.
4.) All Queen, Princess, and Sweetheart Contestants must sell $400 of raffle tickets or program ads.
a. A prize will be awarded to the Queen or Princess contestant who sells the most raffle tickets or program ads.
b. Ticket sales will not be included in the scoring of the pageant, however, if you don’t sell the required raffle tickets or program ads you will not be allowed to compete.
c. A saddle will be awarded to the Sweetheart who sells the most raffle tickets or program ads.
5.) If a contestant has an outstanding balance due with the NYRRA, all balances must be paid prior to submission of an application.
6.) The NYRRA Board has the right to refuse any application for any valid and proven reason.
Competition Rules
1.) Contestants will be responsible for providing a personal biography for the pageant program.
2.) Bios will be limited to 150 words, and anything over 150 words will be omitted. The NYRRA reserves the right to correct grammatical issues for the purpose of advertising only (ie: the program, website, social media, etc.) However, original document is the one the judges will receive.
3.) The NYRRA Royalty Committee will select Judges.
4.) The pageant will be judged by no more than four, nor less than three judges.
5.) Uninterested parties will be utilized to tally scores. 
6.) In the event of any Division ties, the contestant with the highest overall horsemanship score becomes the winner. If there is a tie for the winner of horsemanship, then the highest score on the first go-round will be the winner. If a tie breaker is still needed, the highest score in the second go-round of horsemanship will be used and then if a tie breaker is still needed the highest score on the written test will be used.
7.) Tie Breakers for each category, with the exception of written test, will be determined by the 1st judge’s score. If still tied, then the next judge's score will be used until tie is broken. A tie in written test score will be determined by a judged essay question. If there is a tie for Miss Congeniality, the titleholder in that age division will vote.
8.) Contestants and individuals related to a contestant may not contact judges before, during, or after the pageant in order to influence or harass.
9.) Score sheets will be posted outside of the coronation space within one hour of coronation. All judge’s decisions are final. Comment sheets can be picked up within hour following the coronation. Location to pick up comment sheets will be determined by the Royalty Coordinator and relayed to the contestants and their guardians.
10.) Draw will be randomly completed by the Royalty Secretary prior to orientation of the pageant. 
11.) Contestants will not be notified of their draw position prior to events. Position draws will take place prior to the start of the pageant and be completed by the Royalty Secretary.
12.) Contestants must wear western attire, including boots, hat and belt to all functions (unless otherwise directed by pageant officials).
13.) An adult (parent or family member) must accompany Sweetheart contestants at all times.
14.) Should circumstances occur that a contestant is conducting herself in an improper manner, a meeting of the NYRRA Board will be held and proper measures will be taken, up to and including forfeiture of prizes, dismissal and/or disqualification of the contestant.
15.) Royalty Committee has the right to deduct five points for each instance of inappropriate phone usage, tardiness, and not bringing all needed gear, supplies, or items to an event. 
16.) If there is only one contestant in an age division, she must compete in all categories and earn a minimum of 70% of eligible points in each category to win the title, unless judges deem otherwise.
17.) If a contestant chooses to not compete after submitting her application, no refunds of tickets or entry fees will be given, and she must return her donation tickets and/or sales money by the beginning date of the pageant.
18.) If for any reason a grievance should be made against the NYRRA Royalty Contest or any affiliated event or person, grievances should be written out on paper and delivered to the NYRRA Finals Secretary. Grievances will be read and decided on by the NYRRA Board and Royalty Committee. Grievances must be filed before the completion of the awards ceremony at the NYRRA Finals.
19.)  All judges’ decisions are final.




Titleholder Rules
1.) The Queen and Princess Titleholder must be willing to enter into a contract with the NYRRA and be willing and able to attend a minimum of 10 appearances during their rein.
a. Appearances are outlined as any rodeo, parade, school visit, or event that the NYRRA Queen or Princess is wearing her crown, banner, and buckle representing the NYRRA.
b. The Queen and Princess will be required to attend the Oklahoma Cattleman’s Association Range Round Up Ranch Rodeo in Guthrie, Oklahoma.
2.) All Titleholders must be willing and able to participate in rodeo appearances and other special events as requested by the NYRRA.
3.) Contestants must understand that if they win a title the funding for all expenses including travel and wardrobe will be their responsibility. Queen & Princess Titleholders have the option to hold one fundraising event.
4.) The NYRRA reserves the right to alter any rule and has the sole authority over any rule discrepancy. If any rules are altered, contestants will be notified that changes have been made prior to the start of the competition.
5.) Titleholders should dress appropriately according to the event that they are representing the NYRRA at. If there is a question on what “Appropriate Dress Code” is, please direct it to the Royalty Director.

Queen and Princess Scoring – 450 Total Points Available Per Judge, 100 Points Available for Written Test, 50 Points Available for Secret Judge
1.) Horsemanship will be worth 200 points. (Per Judge)
a. 100 Points Horsemanship Pattern
b. 50 Points for Cow work Portion
c. 50 Points for Rodeo Performance Presentation
2.) Written Test will be worth 100 points.
3.) Contestant Introduction will be worth 50 points. (Per Judge)
4.) Impromptu Questions will be worth 50 points. (Per Judge)
5.) Auction Basket Sales Pitch will be worth 50 points. (Per Judge)
6.) Interview will be worth 50 points. (Per Judge)
7.) Secret Judge will be worth 50 points.
8.) Appearance will be worth 50 points. (Per Judge)
Horsemanship Rules
1.) Spurs are allowed to be worn in the Horsemanship competition.
2.) Split reins must be used by the Queen and Princess Contestants
3.) Queen and Princess Contestants will complete a pattern provided in their packet.
4.) Sweetheart Contestants have the option to complete a pattern and doctor a goat.
5.) Queen and Princess Contestants will work a cow for 90 seconds at the completion of their pattern.
a. Queen and Princess must call for the cow to be released from the alley gate.
b. Queen and Princess must hold the cow at the end of the arena that it is released from for 30 seconds.
c. When a minute is remaining, Queen and Princess contestants can work the cow in whatever way they see fit. This includes, taking the cow down the fence, circling the cow, roping the cow, or continuing to box the cow.
d. At the completion of 90 seconds, contestants will push the cow out of the alley gate that it was released from.
e. Announcer will signal when 30 seconds, 1 minute, and the end of the time period has elapsed.
f. Queen and Princess will not be allowed to tie off solid to their saddle horn if they choose to rope the cow.
g. Safety is the #1 priority in the cow work.
6.) Contestants are required to provide their own horse and tack.
7.) Horses are required to have current negative Coggins.
Written Test Rules
1.) A 50 to 100 Question Written Test will be given to the Queen and Princess Contestants. Test can cover the following but is not limited to: NYRRA Rules, NYRRA Directors, U.S. Officials, Current Events, Equine Science, and Rodeo Terminology.
2.) Queen tests will be “Fill in the Blank.” Princess tests will be Multiple Choice.
Contestant Introduction
1.) Contestants will have 30 seconds to introduce themselves during the impromptu/public speaking portion of the contest.
2.) It is suggested that contestants mention their name, hometown, and a fun fact about themselves or why they chose to compete for NYRRA Royalty.
3.) Contestants will be judged on their personality and poise.
Impromptu Questions
1.) Contestants will randomly draw three impromptu questions from a hat. One rodeo terminology/rulebook question, one personality question, and one current event/social issue question. Contestants will answer the question on stage.
2.) Contestants will be judged on their knowledge, personality, and poise.
Auction Basket Sale
1.) Contestants will bring an auction item or basket to be raffled off during the NYRRA Pageant.
2.) Auction baskets will not contain any alcohol or tobacco products. If the auction basket is found to contain alcohol or tobacco products, the contestant will be disqualified from the NYRRA Pageant with no return of entry fee or sales monies.
3.) Contestants will give a 30-45 second spoken pitch the audience and judges about their basket.
4.) Contestants will be judged on their Creativity, Personality, and Poise in Public Speaking.
5.) No points will be awarded for the high sales of baskets, but an award may be given to the highest selling contestant.
Secret Judge
1.) An uninterested secret judge will be monitoring the contestants throughout the NYRRA Pageant. After the completion of the judged events, the secret judge will turn in scores from 1-50 points based on the “Behind the Scenes” character of the contestant.
2.) Secret judges will not be made known to contestants or their families.
3.) Secret judges can go into any public area including, but not limited to, stall barns, bathrooms, campgrounds, and rodeo offices to monitor the behaviors of contestants.
Appearance
1.) Appearance will be judged on the criteria of style and poise of the contestants.
2.) Contestants are required to wear the same outfit for the Interview, Public Speaking Horsemanship, and Written test portion of the competition. This outfit will include a long sleeve, button down, collared shirt, jeans, cowboy hat, western boots, and belt. 
a. If questioning if outfit is appropriate, refer to the NYRRA Rodeo Dress Code.
3.) Contestants have the option to change into a different outfit for the judged rodeo grand entry. This outfit will include a long sleeve, button down, collared shirt, jeans, cowboy hat, western boots, and belt.
Raffle Ticket and Ad Sales
1.) All contestants must bring in a minimum of $400 in ad or raffle ticket sales.
2.) Raffle tickets are to be sold for $1 per ticket.
3.) Program ads for the NYRRA are to be sold at $200/page. NYRRA Program will be printed in Black and White.
4.) Contestants can sell program ads for Business sized cards, half pages, etc at their own cost, but $200 must be turned in with each page that is sold.
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